
Pacific Grove Municipal Code Sections for Review and Discussion 

23.76.010 Purpose. 

The protection, enhancement, perpetuation and use of structures and neighborhoods of historical 

and architectural significance located within the city are of cultural and aesthetic benefit to the 

community. The economic, cultural and aesthetic standing of the city will be enhanced by 

respecting the city’s heritage. The purposes of this chapter are to: 

(a) Preserve, protect, enhance and perpetuate those historic structures and neighborhoods which

contribute to the cultural and aesthetic heritage of Pacific Grove; 

(b) Further the city’s goals of rehabilitating the existing housing stock and protecting the

affordable housing supply through preservation and adaptive reuse of historic buildings; 

(c) Foster civic pride in the beauty and accomplishments of the past;

(d) Preserve buildings significantly identified with people or events of historical and cultural

importance to Pacific Grove’s past; 

(e) Enrich the dimensions of human life by serving aesthetic as well as material needs and

fostering knowledge of the living heritage of the past; 

(f) Enhance the visual and aesthetic character, diversity and interest of the city by maintaining

the existing scale and the eclectic styles of buildings and their settings; 

(g) Control the demolition of historic structures in order to preserve, to the greatest extent

feasible, the diverse qualities that define the character of the community of Pacific Grove and 

that reflect the distinct phases of its cultural and architectural history; 

(h) Enhance property values and increase economic and financial benefits to the city, its

inhabitants, and property owners; 

(i) Protect and enhance the city’s attraction to tourists and visitors, thereby stimulating business;

(j) Conserve valuable material and energy resources by ongoing use and maintenance of the

existing built environment. [Ord. 17-023 § 2, 2017; Ord. 01-25 § 1, 2001; Ord. 97-23 § 1, 1997]. 

23.76.020 Definitions. 

Throughout this chapter, the following definitions shall apply: 

“Addition” means expansion of the size of a historic building by construction physically 

connected with the existing structure. 

“Alteration” means any exterior change or modification to a structure which alters 50 percent or 

less of the total lateral length of the exterior walls, including porches and other projections, 
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within a 24-month period. However, if the proposed modification alters more than 25 percent of 

the surface of all exterior walls facing a public street or streets, this shall constitute a demolition; 

see the definition of “demolition” in this section. 

Exception: “maintenance and repair” as defined in this section. Painting is also exempt. 

“Demolition” means an act or process which destroys a building, or a major portion of a 

building, or impairs its structural integrity. Demolition includes: 

(a) Destruction of the entire building; 

(b) “Partial demolition” means all changes to the exterior of a building, including but not limited 

to moving or removing windows, doorways, walls, or other structural features, if such changes 

alter more than 25 percent of the surface of all exterior walls facing a public street or streets, 

and/or if these changes alter more than 50 percent of the total lateral length of the exterior walls, 

including porches and other projections of the building, within a 24-month period. 

Exception: “maintenance and repair” as defined in this section. 

“Historic resources committee” means a committee created to perform certain duties hereunder, 

as more particularly set out at PGMC 23.76.021. 

“Historic resources inventory” means the list of structures determined to be of architectural 

and/or historical significance consistent with the city’s historic context statement adopted by the 

city of Pacific Grove in accordance with this chapter. 

“Integrity” means the authenticity of a property’s historic identity, evidenced by the survival of 

physical characteristics that existed during the property’s historic period including location, 

design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. 

“Maintenance and repair” means the act or process of conserving or repairing a structure without 

modifying the form, detail, or type of material. “Maintenance and repair” includes the placement 

of a concrete foundation for buildings and structures listed on the city’s historic resources 

inventory. 

“Reconstruction” means the process of reproducing by new construction the exact form and 

detail of a vanished structure, or part thereof, as it appeared during a specific period of time. 

“Rehabilitation” means the process of returning a property to a state of utility through repair or 

alteration which makes possible an efficient contemporary use while preserving those portions or 

features of the property that are significant to its historical, architectural, and cultural values. 

“Relocation” means any change in the location of a structure on its site or to another site. 

“Restoration” means the process of returning a building to a documented prior condition. [Ord. 

17-023 § 2, 2017; Ord. 01-25 § 1, 2001; Ord. 97-23 § 1, 1997]. 
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23.76.025 Evaluation criteria. 

The following criteria shall be utilized to assess a historic property’s inclusion in the National 

and/or California Register and local city historic resources inventory as required in this chapter: 

(a) Whether the structure has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, 

heritage or cultural characteristics of the city of Pacific Grove, the state of California, or the 

United States; 

(b) Whether it is the site of a significant historic event; 

(c) Whether it is strongly identified with a person who, or an organization which, significantly 

contributed to the culture, history or development of the city of Pacific Grove; 

(d) Whether it is a particularly good example of a period or style; 

(e) Whether it is one of the few remaining examples in the city of Pacific Grove possessing 

distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or specimen; 

(f) Whether it is a notable work of an architect or master builder whose individual work has 

significantly influenced the development of the city of Pacific Grove; 

(g) Whether it embodies elements of architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship that 

represent a significant architectural innovation; 

(h) Whether it has singular physical characteristics uniquely representing an established and 

familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community, or of the city of Pacific Grove; 

(i) Whether a resource with historical or cultural significance retains historic integrity. [Ord. 17-

023 § 2, 2017; Ord. 01-25 § 1, 2001; Ord. 97-23 § 1, 1997]. 
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