
CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE 
300 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove, California 93950 

AGENDA REPORT 

TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council 

FROM: Caleb Schneider, Public Works Management Analyst  

MEETING 

DATE: 
March 7, 2018 

SUBJECT: 
Amended Agreement with Tope’s Tree Service, Inc. for Professional 

Tree Services  

CEQA STATUS: 

This action qualifies for a Class 1 Exemption for minor alterations to 

land in accord with California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

Guidelines Section 15304. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Authorize the City Manager to amend an existing agreement with Tope’s Tree Service, Inc., 

increasing tree maintenance services by $25,000 per fiscal year.   

 

BACKGROUND 

At the meeting of February 19, 2014, the City Council authorized the City Manager to enter into 

an agreement with Tope’s Tree Service.  Subsequently, at the November 4, 2015 meeting, 

Council approved an amendment to the agreement to increase tree maintenance services by an 

additional $25,000 per fiscal year and extended the original contract until June 30, 2016, with 

options to extend the contract for two additional fiscal years by mutual agreement. The parties 

exercised the options for fiscal year 2016/17 and 2017/18.  At the October 5, 2016 and February 

15, 2017 meetings, Council approved an increase to the agreement by an additional $25,000 and 

$50,000 respectively, for a total agreement cost of $125,000. 

 

Tope’s Trees Service has since provided the City with all necessary tree service equipment and 

certified operators of said equipment, and has been responsible for all costs and maintenance of 

the equipment.    

 

DISCUSSION 

The City has consistently used Tope’s Tree Service since April 2014 to perform tree 

maintenance and removals on City-owned property.  Due to the multi-year drought and increased 

disease pressure, specifically on the City’s Monterey Pine species, the City Public Works 

Department and Forestry Division has seen a significant increase in needed maintenance on 

public trees. Also, as specified in the 2015 Davey Tree Report, a number of trees had been noted 

for removal. 85% of trees identified as dead have since been removed, in addition to 40% of 

trees noted as in poor or critical condition. Additional removals include dozens of trees not noted 

as removals in the Davey report, which had fallen, received structural damage, or succumbed to 

the environment after the Report was finalized.   
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CEQA 

This action qualifies for a Class 1 Exemption for minor alterations to land in accord with CEQA 

Guidelines Section 15304.  The action involves maintenance of existing facilities.   

 

OPTIONS 

1. Take no action 

2. Provide alternate direction 

 

FISCAL IMPACT 

There is no fiscal impact. Funds have been included in the current year’s Forestry Fund budget. 

 

GOAL ALIGNMENT 

Environment and Operational excellence 

 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: REVIEWED BY: 

 

Caleb Schneider  

_____________________________  ____________________________ 

Caleb Schneider                                 Ben Harvey 

Management Analyst City Manager  
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