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First Lit1855

Interior Now Open What are essential survival skills?
  Essential skills in 1855, at the time of the first keepers, 
would look very different today. 
  Fifty years ago, there were no transistors, much less 
smart phones, social media, email, smart speakers, or 
internet. A modern car has 50+ computers in it. All the 
skills we take for granted now, they had no experience 
with. For anyone with cognitive decline this time/skill 
shift is  confusing. Not their world any longer. See:

http://www.pointpinoslighthouse.org/1855.html

 What do we save from the past?
  Have generations of keepsakes stuffed in your home? 
It's often hard to determine what to keep!
  The lighthouse restoration team and volunteers have to 
make these decisions all the time. As each set of keepers 
wanted to be ‘modern’ for their time period, the older 
tech was exchanged for what was functional and 
essential for their time.
  Only the building, the lens, the restored eclipser, and the 
big tub are original. Everything else had to be brought in 
again, from donations, the Questers, and the Heritage 
Society finds in private collections and antique shops. All 
appropriate for the time period represented in each 
display space room.

  There is still no charge to wander the grounds and hear 
stories from the outside docents. Entry into the interior 
requires an entry fee of $5 for adults over 17.

  Capacity is limited and masks are required 

    Be sure and watch the video ahead of time:►
 

Story of the Point Pinos Lighthouse 

 City website:

   https://cityofpg.org/lighthouse

YouTube:

   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AXKSbw1ooaI

Why even have lighthouses?
Ask the US Navy why midshipmen are still learning to 
navigate by sextant, compass and maps on billion dollar 
ships. Have you ever had a tech device fail? Of course 
you have. All near shore craft are required to be able to 
navigate without a GPS unit, just in case. Lighthouses!
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 Visitors Counted at Gate

May 1041          June     1305           
July 2087          August 1239

We Want To Hear From You!

Helping the Homeless

  Special real estate on the Point Pinos Lighthouse 
grounds is available for a barn owl family. A proper box 
was installed by Public Works, hand painted by a local 
artist. We are awaiting a barn owl family for the house-
warming!

  Work continues on the panels for the lantern room. Each 
one is custom made from marine-grade stainless steel. 
This will likely take a few more months.

  Meanwhile, flagstone paths have been made between the 
picnic tables so plants in the area need not be trampled. 

1st Person Coastguard

  A visitor shared some memories with me. He was a 
member of the Coast Guard in the 1970’s. When he was 
about to be discharged, he worked at the lighthouse for 
his last few weeks of duty. He remembered sitting at his 
desk, in what is now the kitchen area. He also mentioned 
the special instructions he had to follow and the time it 
took to clean the Fresnel lens. He thought the lens was 
beautiful, but I don’t think cleaning it was one of his 
favorite jobs.

As we stood by the foghorn display, he talked about how 
the foghorn used to be located by the water’s edge. He 
said there was a switch to activate it inside the lighthouse. 
He remembers the sound as being very loud. In fact, he 
said there used to a sign by the foghorn warning people 
not to walk in front of it because the sound, at close 
range, could damage their hearing.

He said during his time in the Coast Guard, he was 
stationed in many places, but regards his time in Pacific 
Grove as one of his favorite memories.

Have you visited the lighthouse and had a positive 
experience? Have a personal connection to the 
lighthouse? Share it with us! We'd love to hear from you 
and highlight it in our newsletter.
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