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PACIFIC GROVE WEEKLY SUMMARY 
February 26, 2016 

 

 

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

Highlights from Mayor Kampe’s 2016 State of the City Address – Tuesday, February 23.  

In his third State of the City Address this past Tuesday evening, Mayor Kampe spoke before a 

full house at the Community Center in a speech that was divided into four primary parts:  

Continuing to make Pacific Grove a great place to live; Pacific Grove City Council priorities; 

Current topics of interest and concern; and Looking to the City’s future.  Mayor Kampe told the 

assembled crowd of the City’s efforts to continue to ensure a high-caliber quality of life in the 

community by working on infrastructure projects.  He addressed the City’s success in its ongoing 

efforts to ensure financial sustainability, and he spoke of how Pacific Grove was working to 

provide effective public engagement.   

The Mayor also touched on topics that have received a lot of attention over the past year, 

including the Holman Building luxury condominium conversion, and the upcoming special 

election for Measure X on April 19th, where voters will decide whether to change the zoning for 

the parcel where the existing American Tin Cannery outlet stores operate in order to potentially 

allow for a hotel use.  He also discussed the City’s proposals to potentially regulate short-term 

vacation rentals, address ongoing fresh water needs, and the City recruitments for the City 

Manager and Police Chief positions.  Mayor Kampe concluded his State of the City Address by 

speaking of the City’s future, and the types of decisions and deliberations that need to take place 

in order to keep Pacific Grove healthy, and ensure it remains a desirable place to live, own 

and/or operate a business, and visit. 

. 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

Improving Forest Avenue and Sunset Drive. Background project reports are now available for 

public review.  The Pacific Grove Highway 68 Study is looking at ways to improve Forest 

Avenue (the green line on the map further below) and Sunset Drive (the orange line). The goal 

is to create a more "complete" corridor—one that works better for different forms of 

transportation and for people of all ages and abilities. In particular, the study is exploring ways 

to improve walking and biking on those streets. 

 

The study is well underway, and we have now published two background reports on the project: 

 Existing Conditions: The first report summarizes observations from a walking field 

survey of the corridor conducted by key stakeholders. This report also summarizes 

additional relevant conditions and issues in the corridor, such as the land use pattern, 

key destinations, roadway characteristics, collision data and related planning efforts. 

Click here to view the report. 

 Needs Assessment: This report presents and summarizes the approximately 500 

comments received from the public on the challenges to walking and biking in the 

corridor; the needs and concerns of corridor users; and your ideas and suggestions for 

improving conditions. Click here to view the report. 

These reports are currently being used to develop specific recommendations for the corridor. 

Those recommendations will be presented to the public in April. Stay tuned for announcements 

about presentations and a public workshop. 

 

In the meantime, TAMC invites the public to review and comment on the two reports 

described above. Please submit any comments by March 15, 2016 to Ariana Green 

(Transportation Agency for Monterey County) at ariana@tamcmonterey.org or at (831) 775-

4403. You may also contact Ariana with any questions about the Pacific Grove Highway 68 

Study or to submit comments by means other than email. 

 

 

 

 

http://tamcmonterey.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62a47e28e2c514bb1d5e55d74&id=4b13db1262&e=c25df9bf99
http://tamcmonterey.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=62a47e28e2c514bb1d5e55d74&id=963ad414cb&e=c25df9bf99
mailto:ariana@tamcmonterey.org
tel:%28831%29%20775-4403
tel:%28831%29%20775-4403
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FINANCE 

New Hours. Effective March 1, 2016, the Finance Department's hours of operation will be 8:00 

a.m. - 12:00 Noon and 1:00 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Rescued Hiker. On February 21, 2016, at approximately 12:45 p.m., the Monterey Fire 

Department Urban Search and Rescue Team (USAR) responded to a call involving an injured 

hiker in Los Padres National Forest (Barlow Canyon in Big Sur).  The hiker was airlifted out of 

the canyon about 11 miles from the trailhead.  It took several hours to locate and extricate the 

hiker. 

 

Residential Fire in PG.  On February 22, 2015, at approximately 12:36 p.m., Monterey Fire 

Department personnel responded to a report of smoke coming from the clothes dryer in a small 

apartment complex.  Upon arrival, it was confirmed that there was a fire in the dryer which was 

then extinguished.  The fire had spread from the dryer to the flue and was contained to one 

apartment. PG&E personnel were requested to the scene and made a repair to the service drop 

near the pole and restored power to the complex.  The fire is currently under investigation. 

 

Tip a Firefighter Fundraiser. On February 26, 2016 from noon to 8:00 p.m., Monterey 

Firefighters Association Local 3707 members will hold a first annual “Tip a Firefighter 

Fundraiser” at Bubba Gump Restaurant located on Cannery Row.  The Firefighters will help 

serve customers for tips and all proceeds will be donated to the My Museum Fire Truck exhibit. 

 

Local 3707 members are actively involved in the community through education and charitable 

contributions.  They support the Muscular Dystrophy Association’s “Fill the Boot” campaign 

each year in June.   Donations go straight to charity and help families affected by neuromuscular 

diseases through research for muscular dystrophy cures, funding clinics and sending children to 

summer camps.  All of the donations stay in the local community.    

Members are also involved with the Monterey Firemen’s Association (MFA) which is a 

charitable non-profit organization and includes employees of the Monterey Fire Department both 

active and retired.  Their purpose is three-fold: support Firefighter widows and orphans through 

membership dues; participate with numerous local community charities throughout the year and 

serves as a social group for its members.  

MFA association members also volunteer each February with the annual AT&T National Pro-Am 

Golf Tournament at Pebble Beach for the past 48 years.  Members volunteer before and during 

the tournament primarily as drivers for the players, their families and other VIP’s.   The 

tournament in return donates money to the association.   A small portion of that money is used to 

support social events for members and the rest of the money is used to support peninsula 

charities, sponsor school athletics and community youth teams as well as fund the annual 

Christmas Toy Drive.  

MUSEUM 

Slugs and Bugs. Why are slugs slimy? How does a worm see without eyes? Is a pill bug really a 

bug? Discover the answer to these questions and more as we dig down into the dirt to learn more 

about these tiny critters and the large role they play in our ecosystem for Science Saturday: 

Worms, Slugs and Bugs. Admission to the Museum during Science Saturday is free to everyone. 

http://www.pgmuseum.org/museum-events/2016/2/27/j562wsgaarhzrz6hbzjeehp1zauqul 

 

http://www.pgmuseum.org/museum-events/2016/2/27/j562wsgaarhzrz6hbzjeehp1zauqul
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Treasures from the Basement. On Thursday, March 3
rd

, join Museum Collections Curator Paul 

Van de Carr for Treasures from the Basement: Historic Weapons. Enjoy snacks and beverages 

and learn the story behind many of the Museum’s amazing historic weapons. These items will be 

on display in the Museum’s bird gallery solely for this members-only event. 

http://www.pgmuseum.org/museum-events/2016/3/3/member-exclusive-treasures-from-the-

basement-weapons 

 

 
 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Central Avenue & Sinex Avenue Projects. With the beautiful weather that Pacific Grove has 

been experiencing the City has been able to continue with two major projects that are underway 

in our City.  The first project is the Central Avenue Landscaping and Traffic Calming project. 

This project is moving along.  All of the concrete work has been completed and the landscaping 

of the islands has begun. It is anticipated that this project be completed in the next few weeks.  

The Second project is the 14th and Sinex storm drain and sewer rehabilitation project.  Due to 

the nice weather this project has also been moving along on schedule.  Though this project is 

much bigger in size and has a longer time frame, work has been getting done.  The sewer main 

lines on 14th along the Community Center have been replaced, and the storm drains are now 

being worked on.  This project is moving up 14th street from Junipero, ultimately replacing the 

storm drains and sewer lines on Sinex.  The City also replaced the backstop at the George 

Washington Park Ball Field after a tree fell through it a month ago.  While we had the equipment 

at the field we also installed some drainage around the backstop.  Crews completed this just in 

time for the baseball season to begin.   

 

http://www.pgmuseum.org/museum-events/2016/3/3/member-exclusive-treasures-from-the-basement-weapons
http://www.pgmuseum.org/museum-events/2016/3/3/member-exclusive-treasures-from-the-basement-weapons
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LAW/POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Weekly Highlights.  Attached you will find Interim Chief Belcher’s Weekly Police Report for 

the week of February 19, 2016 to February 25, 2016, with the Year-to-Date Monthly Highlights. 

 

 





1916 - ROALD DAHL CENTENNIAL – 2016 
 

Howard Burnham creates a characterization of the author Roald Dahl, 
looking back on his eventful life on the centennial of his birth in 1916.   

 

Roald Dahl was an English public school misfit of Norwegian ancestry, a 
WWII fighter pilot and a Washington DC secret agent.  He was also a 

Walt Disney collaborator, husband of Patricia Neal  
and finally best-selling writer. 

 

 
 
   

Presented by Howard Burnham 
 

(This Cultural Experience is sponsored by the Pacific Grove Recreation Department) 
 

At the LITTLE HOUSE in Jewel Park, 
(148 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove) 

Saturday, March 12, at 5:30 pm 
 

$10 at the door  -  seating is limited! 



February 2016          CALIFORNIA STATE CONTROLLER BETTY T. YEE 

 
Central Coast Regional Newsletter 

 

Did You Know...? 
 
  The State Controller  
safeguards lost and forgotten 
bank accounts, uncashed 
checks, insurance benefits, and 
other property.   
See if any belongs to you! 
 
The filing deadline for state 
and federal taxes has been  
extended to April 18, 2016, 
due to the observation of  
Emancipation Day in  
Washington, D.C. on April 15. 
 
    Since January 2015, the 
State Controller’s audit team 
has identified more than $2.33 
billion in waste, fraud, and  
fiscal mismanagement in local 
and state government. 

New State Tax Credit and Free  

Tax Prep Assistance Available Now 
 

T ax season is in full swing!  The federal Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and state Franchise Tax Board (FTB) are accep ng tax returns for the 

2015 tax year, and Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program sites 

are helping qualified people file their tax returns for free. 

  

There is a new credit this year – the California Earned Income Tax Credit 

(CalEITC).  CalEITC is a refundable credit, meaning taxpayers will receive a 

refund if the credit is greater than taxes owed.  The credit is available to 

California households with adjusted annual gross incomes of less than 

$6,580 if there are no qualifying children, less than $9,880 with one  

qualifying child, or less than $13,870 with two or more children.  However, 

unlike the federal EITC, California’s credit is based only on income reported 

on a W‐2 form (such as wages, salaries, and  ps) and was also subject to 

California withholding.  Income from self‐employment cannot be used to 

qualify for the state credit.  Taxpayers can learn more about the credit and 

use an online calculator to see if they qualify at caleitc4me.org.  

  

Families who make up to $53,000 a year also may be eligible for the federal 

EITC.  The average federal EITC credit in 2015 was more than $2,400 per 

filer.  The federal credit can go as high as $6,242.  In the five‐county central 

coast region, nearly 16 percent of all filers are eligible to claim the federal 

EITC.  Last year, 20 percent of filers claimed the federal EITC in Monterey 

County, 19 percent in San Benito County, 13 percent in San Luis Obispo 

County, 16 percent in Santa Barbara County, and 16 percent in Santa Cruz 

County.  This year, FTB projects there are 27,000 to 37,000 filers eligible for 

CalEITC throughout the central coast region.  Altogether this means 

taxpayers along the central coast could receive millions of dollars in tax 

refunds that likely would go back into the local economy.  So spread the 

word.  Tell your family, neighbors, and friends to check if they are eligible 

for the state and federal EITC. 

  

A taxpayer can be sure to claim all available refunds by receiving tax  

prepara on assistance from an IRS‐trained person.  Free tax prepara on is 

provided through VITA and Tax Counseling for the Elderly (TCE) programs.  

Many military bases also provide free tax prepara on services to members 

of the U.S. Armed Forces.  For more informa on about VITA and TCE  

eligibility and the hundreds of free assistance sites throughout California,  

go to  b.ca.gov and click on “Free Tax Help.” 

https://ucpi.sco.ca.gov/UCP/Default.aspx�
http://www.sco.ca.gov/controller_audits_main.html�
http://www.caleitc4me.org�
http://www.ftb.ca.gov�


Summary of Monthly  

Cash Report Findings 
 

S omewhat surprising news about state tax 

revenues in January: they were down. 

 

As California’s economy has revved up over the 

past few years, tax revenues have generally  

surpassed expecta ons.  Not so in January.  

When Governor Jerry Brown released his  

proposed budget in January, he predicted that 

revenues for that month would total $13.24  

billion. In fact, they added up to about $13.0  

billion, a shor all of $239.8 million. 

 

Most of the state’s money comes from three 

sources — the personal income tax, the retail 

sales and use tax, and the corpora on tax.  Of 

these big three, only the corpora on tax  

surpassed expecta ons in January, bringing in  

81 percent more than projected.  The personal 

income tax and the sales tax failed to meet  

es mates, however, and shor alls were more 

than enough to erase the gains in the  

corpora on tax. 

 

So have the state’s fiscal fortunes turned the 

other direc on?  Not necessarily.  For the first 

seven months of the current fiscal year, revenues 

are s ll outpacing projec ons included in the 

budget approved last summer by $530.8 million, 

or 0.8 percent.  And compared to the prior fiscal 

year, revenues to date are $4.1 billion higher. 

 

“While one month of faltering revenues does not 

make a trend, I will con nue to closely monitor 

the state’s cash posi on,” Controller Be y Yee 

said. 

Get Tax Tips to File an Accurate Return,  

Iden fy Deduc ons, Avoid Penal es 
 

April 18 is just around the corner.  That’s the date by which your state 

and federal income tax returns must be postmarked this year.  It is likely 

you now have everything you need to prepare your filings for the  

IRS and FTB.  Scrambling last‐minute to find records can lead to  

inaccurate filings, forcing a taxpayer to amend the return later, lose out 

on deduc ons, or – a er an audit – find out more taxes are owed plus 

interest.   

  

By the first week of February, 

you should have received by 

mail the documents you need 

to complete IRS Form 1040 and 

FTB Form 540.  These include  

W‐2 statements from  

employers, various 1099 forms  

documen ng other money like 

investment income or  

unemployment compensa on, 

and Form 1098 showing mortgage income paid. 

  

Make a list of what you paid in tui on and fees, child care, and  

unreimbursed medical expenses, as well as self‐employment expenses 

and any charitable contribu ons.  Write down social security numbers 

for all of your claimed dependents.    

  

Complete your California tax filing a er your federal Form 1040, as your 

California Form 540 will ask for numbers from your 1040.  For  

informa on on e‐filing your federal return, visit www.irs.gov/efile/

index.html.  For informa on on filing your state return, and to find sites 

where free tax prepara on assistance is available, visit www. b.ca.gov. 

  

If you cannot complete your return by April 18 and need an extension, 

file IRS Form 4868 by the deadline.  Then you will automa cally have  

un l October 15 to file both your federal and California returns,  

although income tax owed must s ll be paid by April 18.  

TIP: Promptly contact 
any employer or 

financial institution that 
has not yet provided 

you with 2015  
tax statements. 

 

California State Controller Betty T. Yee 
 

300 Capitol Mall, Suite 1850 

Sacramento, California  95814 

(916) 445‐2636 
 

888 S. Figueroa Street, Suite 2050 

Los Angeles, California  90017 

(213) 833‐6010 

www.sco.ca.gov   ●   EOinquiry@sco.ca.gov   ●   Twi er: @CAController   ●   Facebook: California State Controller’s Office 

Search for  
Unclaimed Property 

Receive Monthly Cash 
Report and Analysis 

https://www.irs.com/articles/tax-form-checklist�
http://www.irs.gov/efile/index.html�
http://www.irs.gov/efile/index.html�
http://www.irs.gov/efile/index.html�
http://www.irs.gov/efile/index.html�
http://www.ftb.ca.gov�
http://www.sco.ca.gov�
mailto:EOinquiry@sco.ca.gov�
https://twitter.com/CAController�
https://www.facebook.com/California-State-Controllers-Office-137732083043662/�
https://ucpi.sco.ca.gov/UCP/Default.aspx�
https://ucpi.sco.ca.gov/UCP/Default.aspx�
https://ucpi.sco.ca.gov/UCP/Default.aspx�
https://ucpi.sco.ca.gov/UCP/Default.aspx�
http://www.sco.ca.gov/scocontactus/eo_list_subscribe.aspx�
http://www.sco.ca.gov/scocontactus/eo_list_subscribe.aspx�
http://www.sco.ca.gov/scocontactus/eo_list_subscribe.aspx�
http://www.sco.ca.gov/scocontactus/eo_list_subscribe.aspx�




PACIFIC GROVE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Annual Membership Luncheon

Friday, March 11 • 11:45 am to 1:15 pm • The Inn at Spanish Bay
FEATURED SPEAKER:

General Wesley K. Clark (ret)

BEST RESTAURANT: 
PACIFIC THAI CUISINE

 Lex and Gina Juntaradarapun, Owners

BEST MEDICAL SERVICE: 
DR. STEVEN N. MACDONALD

 CHIROPRACTOR
Steve MacDonald, D.C.

BEST MANAGEMENT TEAM: 
COURSECO GOLF MANAGEMENT

Lance Merrihew, Vice President of Sales 
and Marketing

BEST INN: 
SUNSET INN

Michael and Kim Grech, Owners

BEST MARKET:
TRADER JOE’S

Duane Silveira, Manager

AWARD of EXCELLENCE WINNERS

Lunch Menu: Caesar Salad • Choice of Filet Mignon or Vegetable Lasagna
New York Cheesecake with Berries • Coffee & Tea Service • Complimentary Monterey County Wine

$25 per member, $40 non-members 
RSVP online at www.pacificgrove.org or complete form below  

Please complete the information below and mail to: PO. Box 167, Pacific Grove, CA 93950 • 831-373-3304  
You may also fax to: 373-3317 or email to: rita@pacificgrove.org (RSVP is confirmed with your payment)

- - - - --- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - ----- - - - - - Response Form - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - - - - -- - -- - 
Name_________________________________________________________________
Name_________________________________________________________________
Name_________________________________________________________________

■ Filet Mignon ■ Vegetable Lasagna
■ Filet Mignon ■ Vegetable Lasagna
■ Filet Mignon ■ Vegetable Lasagna

Company____________________________________________    Contact Phone________________________________
■ Check Enclosed    ■ Visa/MC____________________________________   Exp._______________   CID#__________
Billing Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________

Sponsors Arlen Lackey Dental, Inc.
The Paul Mortuary                                                                                   
Peter J. Tansill, CPA                                                                                 

Fenton & Keller                                                                                 
Beacon House                                                                                   

Pacific Grove Cleaners                                                                                   
Central Coast Senior Services                                                                                   

Aspire Health Plan



 

Wednesday, March 23, 2016 from 5:30 - 8:00 pm 

at the 

Pacific Grove Community Center, 515 Junipero Avenue 
 

Facilitated by 

    Monterey County League of Women Voters 

w w w . p a c i f i c g r o v e . o r g  •  ( 8 3 1 )  3 7 3 - 3 3 0 4  

Presents 
 

Pacific Grove 

Candidates’ Forum 

Media Sponsor: Cedar Street TimesCedar Street TimesCedar Street TimesCedar Street Times    

Monterey County District 5 Supervisor Candidates 

California Congressional District 20 Candidates 

Mary Adams Dave Potter 
Incumbent 

Casey Lucius Jimmy Panetta 
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