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INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

Pacific Grove is defined by a unique combination of natural resources and traditional neighborhoods that
create a special place. Each of its neighborhoods exhibits features that enhance the livability of the
community. These features should be recognized and respected when designing an addition, remodel, or

new home.

“The external image a city presents to the world is the
signature by which it is known.”

— Richard Hedman, American Planning Association

Natural resources abound in Pacific Grove. The
rugged shoreline, with its accessible beaches,
meets Monterey pines and cypresses in a
spectacular embrace of forest and sea. Victorian
gardens brighten compact pedestrian
thoroughfares, where carefully preserved historic
buildings blend with their contemporary
counterparts. The result is a rich architectural
heritage and a pedestrian-friendly “hometown”
atmosphere.

Purpose of Architectural Review

In order to maintain and preserve Pacific Grove’s
natural beauty and historic character, the
community has adopted an architectural review
process that is specifically designed to:

¢ promote the orderly development of the city;

+ mainfain harmonious relafionships between

old and new structures and between buildings

and the natural environment;

+ protect Pacific Grove’s architectural hentage
and natura! resources;

¢ establish a pracess by which preperty owners
architects, and City representatives can work
together 1o sustain Pacific Grove’s unique
quality of life.

E

About These Quidelines

This set of architectural review guidelines will serve
as a common reference point for everyone mvolved
in the process:

©  property OwWners
¢ architects and designers
+  builders

*  Architectural Review Board (ARB), Planning
Commission, City Council, and City staff

* neighbors and other interested citizens.

These guidelines are not mandatory requirements.
They are intended to allow for individuality,
creativity, and variety in architectural design,
while providing guidance to the Architectural
Review Board as it carries out its responsibilities
under the Pacific Grove Municipal Code. The
guidelines are alse intended to help the
homeewner and designer create a project that wiil
move smoothly through the review process.

if you have any questions or need additional
information as you use these guidelines, please
contact the Community Development Department
at (831) 648-3190.

Pacific Grove Architectural Review Guidelines




ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW PROCESS

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW PROCESS

Architectural review is conducted by the City’s
Architectural Review Board. The seven members
of the ARB are appointed by the Mayor with the
approval of the City Council. Two members must
have professional experience as architects,
landscape architects, engineers, designers, or
drafismen, and two must have experience in the
building industry. The ARB meets on the second
and fourth Tuesdayvs of every month.

What Types of Projects Are Subject to
Architectural Review?

While some projects may not require ARB
approval, the majority do. Any exterior change to
an existing structure should be reviewed with the
Community Development Department prior to
initiating any work, in order to avoid compliance
problems.

Review Considerations

As specified in section 23.73.070 of the City’s
Municipal Code, the design elements that are
considered by the ARB during the review process
include:

¢ Siting

+  Mass (size and shape)

+  Architectural detail

¢ Overall architectural character

+  Materials, color, and landscaping

All of these points are considered within the
context of the surrounding neighborhood, witlh the
goal of promoting visual harmony and
maintaining the unique character of each of
Pacific Grove’s neighborhood areas.

What Are the Steps?

1. Preliminary Meeting with City Planner:
Before going to the time and expense of
developing detailed building plans, you should
discuss the proiect with the City’s planning staff,
who will answer questions about zoning
regulations and the review process and explain
submittal requirernents,

Also consider discussing your plans in advance
with neighbors. Remember that they may attend
the ARB hearing and comment on your project,

2. Application Submission: Submit the required
plans, along with a completed application and fees.
11 i important that the plans be compiete;
mcompleie applications can lead to processing
detays.

3. Planning Division Review: The plans are
reviewed for completeness and to determine if
other permits are required. For example, if your
project involves removing trees, a tree permit will
be required, and variances require Planning
Commission approval. (NOTE: Any required
Planning Commission approval or Site Plan
Review Committee approval precedes ARB
rCVICW.)

4. Architectural Review Board Hearing: Your
application is next scheduled for a public hearing
before the ARB. Notices of all ARB hearings are
posted at the project site and mailed to the owners
of adjacent properties and those directly across
the street. The City 1s required fo post natices al
least seven days in advance of the hearing.

Except for minor projects, most applications for
architectural approval will require at least two
presentations to the Board, the first for concept
approval and the last for final approval. (NOTE:
Any applicant is entitled to ask for final approval
at one presentation, provided that all submittal
requirements for final approval have been
satisfied.) Please note that it is the function of the
ARB to evaluate design; it is not the function of
the ARB to design the applicant’s project.

Concept Approval: The ARB grants concept
approval when the siting, style, and size of a
project are acceptable. It may be necessary for
the Board and the applicant to review the project
at more than onc meeting in order te reach this
point

Final Approval: The ARB grants final approval
of the specific structure to be constructed. No
deviations from the approved plans are permitied
tinless a design change application has been
approved by the Board or a minor design change
has been approved by staff. Although not
required, it is recommended that working
drawings be presented on all matters that will
affect the exterior appearance of the project m
order to expedite final approval.

2
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ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW PROCESS

At the ARB meeting, vour project will either be
approved without discussion (as part of the
consent agenda) or considered on the regular
agenda.
According to Municipal Code section 23.73.060,
the Board is authorized to make the following
decisions on any application:
¢ approve as submitted
+ disapprove
+ approve, subject to:

conditions

specified changes

additions

Appeals: ARB decisions may be appealed to the
Planning Commission by the applicant or other
interested parties. The Planning Commission then
has 30 days to consider the appeal. Planning
Commission decisions may be appealed to the
City Council. The Planning Commission and
Council have until their next regularly scheduled
meeting following the ARB action to call an item
up for review.

Generally, the ARB will not consider an item that
still requires use permit or variance approval from
the Planning Commission, since architectural

approval may prove meaningless if the Planning
Commission or City Council denies the
application or imposes conditions that require a
change in architecture.

5. Building Division Plan Check: Plans
approved by the ARB are then checked by the
Community Development Department’s Building
Division for Building Code compliance. After all
requirements are met, a building permit is issued.

How Long Will it Take?

Projects are generally processed in the order they
are received. Processing limes can vary greatly
depending upon the Community Development
Department’s current application workload, the
complexity of your project, and, most importantly,
the completeness of your application. When you
submit vour application, the Community
Development Department staff can give you an
estimate of how long the review process will take.

The best way to expedite the review and approval
of your project is to make sure your application
and plans are complete and clear. This booklet is
intended to help guide you through the process by
clarifying the City’s expectations for architectural
design.

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW SEQUENCE

Preliminary
meeting with -
City planner

Application
submission

Planning
Division

! ARB hearing
review

Building Division
plan check

Building permit
issued
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SECTION 1: NEIGHBORHOOD COMPATIBILITY

SECTION 1: NEIGHBORHOOD COMPATIBILITY

One of the hallmarks of Pacific Grove’s smali-town character and charm is its unique blend of
architectural stylfes set against a magnificent backdrop of natural resources. Pacific Grove’s
neighborhoods are comprised of homes exhibiting a wide variety of architectural styles. Some are
nestled among Monterey pines and gently rolling dunes. Others were built in rows along more “urban”
biocks, with porches aligning along the street. These existing attributes of the town, both scenic and
man-made, form the background for any new structures that are added to the environment.

A key principle of these architectural review guidelines is that alterations and new construction should
respect and enhance neighborhood compatibiiity.

Pacific Grove Acres FPacific Grove Refreat
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SECTION 1: NEIGHBORHOOD COMPATIRILITY Architectural Style and Design

Architectural Style and Design

Diverse architectural styles lie at the heart of Pacific Grove’s distinctive character. Stately Queen Anne
homes coexist with Spanish, Tudor, Prairie, and a variety of other historic and modern architectural
styles. The horizontal lines of ranch style homes blend compatibly with the rolling sand dunes and
natural vegetation of the Asilomar Dunes area. In the Retreat, ornaments! details of vernacular cottages
and distinctive trim elements of Queen Anne styles are typical. Each of these styles reflects the crafis-
manship of its period and the care of the city’s residents.

BTt

St
i EIHEL.j

Tudor: Steeply pitched roofs, offset chimneys, Spanish Revival: Tile roofs, stucco finish,
arched doorways. arched doorways.

Italianate:  Decp overhangs with brackets, Craftsman/Bungalow: Low-pitched and wide-
decorative window frames, projecting gable roofs, exposed rafters or knee

braces, large porches with columns.

&
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SECTION 1: NEIGHBORHOOD COMPATIBILITY Architectural Style and Design

American Foursquare: Two-story square or
rectangular plan, hip roofs, heavy eaves, and
front porches.

B il I
B

|
Shingle: Unembellished wood shingles, porches Vernacular: Rectangular form, gable roofs,
of rough stone with classic porch posts, porches facing the street.

N e i --‘Iw”——*"b
Colonial Revival: Palladian windows, classical Queen Anne: Decorative shingle patterns, offses
portico entries. turrets and bay windows, crnate porch details.
While styles are diverse, each building shares neighborhoods many houses are wood-sided, with
some basic features of construction with its gable roofs and porches facing the street.

neighbors. For example, in some of the older

Pacific Grove Architectiral Review Ciidalines



SECTION 1: NEIGHBORHOOD COMPATIRILITY Scale and Rhythm of Streetscape

Scale and Rhythm of Streetscape

The character of a project’s context varies within individual neighborhoods of the city. Some settings are

more “urban” while others have more rural features that hi ghlight natural resources. Defining the context
of a project is an essential step in evaluating a design’s fit with the neighborhood.

Rhythm and alignment: Where building fronts Natural streetscapes: In some areas, a house
align along a street, maintain this pattern. appears more as an individual structure set in the

woods. This characteristic should be maintained.

Scale: These two-story buildings are similar in Alignment: Uniform deep front sethacks
massing and height. contribute to the character of this neighborhood.
Guideline #1: Guideline #2:

The mass and height of a new building should Roof lines of new structures should be

blend well with neighbering structures and not compatible with the pitch and character of
overwhelm them with disproportionate size or roofs seen traditionally in the neighborhood.

a design that is out of character. _ X ) o
Pitched roefs are common in Pacific Grove.

Some similarities in form can be abstracted from However, the slopes vary among the different
older styles and used in an original way. neighborhoods.

Pacific Grove Architectural Review Guidelines 7




SECTION 1: NEIGHBORHOOD COMPATIBILITY Scale and Rhythm of Streetscape

Respecting the scale and rhythm of the
streciscape:

Existing Context

in many blocks, building fronts align.
Structures are one and two stories in
height,

Appropriate Infill

In this design, a new house maintains the
uniform spacing of side vards and the
front aligns with others in the immediate
context.

Inappropriate Infill

This new house is more massive than the
other houses in the block and the
alignment of building fronts is not
maintamed.

Inappropriate infill

Pacific Grove Architectural Review Guidelines



SECTION 1: NEIGHBORHOOD COMPATIBILITY

Garages, Driveways, and Service Areas.

Garages, Driveways, and Service Areas

Traditionally, automobile and service areas were subordinate to residential character. Service arcas
include sheds, trash containers, utility boxes, and accessory structures.

Preferred: Minimizing paved areas of driveways
reduces visual impacts.

Aveid: Lorge expanses of paving result in an
undesirable visual impact.

Guideline #3:

Aveid large expanses of paved areas.
Reducing the width of a driveway and using
decorative paving will help soften visual impacts.

Fences and landscaping can be used to screen and
soften exposed parking areas.

Guideline #4:

The location and size of the garage should not
dominate the street view of the structure.

Locating the garage toward the rear of the site
reduces its impact on the sireetscape.

Pacific Grove Architectural Review Guidelines



SECTION 1: NEIGHBORHOOD COMPATIBILITY

Good Neighbor Considerations

Good Neighbor Considerations

Maintaining views and access to light and air, as well as respecting the privacy of one’s neighbors, are
important design considerations.

Preferred: The mass of a rear addition is kept
low and landscaping screens yard areas.

Aveid: A tall addition with a balcony overlooks
an adjacent rear yard.

Guideline #5:

Attempt to locate taller sections of buildings
where they will not obstruct sunlight to
adjacent yards, patios, or rooms.

Avoid locating tall or bulky building elements
near the property line in order to prevent boxing-
in neighboring houses.

Guideline #6:

Try to place new windows where they will
respect privacy between proeperties.

Windows can be placed high in a side wall to
provide air and light yet not intrude on the
privacy of a neighboring property.

Guideline #7:

Second floor balconies and decks should be
designed and located to minimize the loss of
privacy for neighboring properties.

This is particularly relevant in areas where
buildings are close together.

Guideline #8:

Landscaping can be used to provide privacy
SCreens.

Consider using a hedge to buffer views between
rear yards, for example.

10
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SECTION 1: NEIGHBORHOOD COMPATIBILITY Good Neighbor Considerations

Locating a building to preserve scenic views is a part of the character of Pacific Grove. Through careful
design. it may be possible also to maintain views from neighboring properties.

Preferred: Reduce
building height and
locate the structure
downhili from
adjacent properties
fo maintain views.

Avoid: Creating a
tall mass adjacent to
neighboring
structures.

Guideline #9:

Attempt to preserve some portion of
neighbors’ views by carefully positioning or
limiting the width, depth, or height of
proposed building elements.

For example, reduce the height of a dwelling on
a downhill slope and position it further from the
house on the adjacent property. This design
approach is particularly relevant in areas where
lots are large and slopes are steep.

Pacific Grove Architectural Review Guidelines il




SECTION 1: NEIGHBORHOOD COMPATIBILITY : Exterior Lighting

Exterior Lighting

Relatively low levels of light and the modest design of exterior light fixtures have contributed to the
traditionally “quiet” sense of Pacific Grove neighborhoods. Lighting placement, intensity, and potential
glare are design concerns.

Preferred: Use a shielded fixture to focus light and prevent glare onto
adjacent properties,

Guideline #10: Guideline #11:
Position eutdoor lighting so that no direct light Landscape lighting should be low-level,
extends onto neighboring properties. unobtrusive fixtures. Also, reserve such

. . . - lighting for significant landscape features.
The number, intensity, and height of light sources e = P

should be limited. [Numination should be

screened from adjacent properties. Use shielded Guideline #12:
lights, directed downward, to provide adequate Choose light fixtures that are compatible with
tHurmination while being less obtrusive. the architectural style of the project.

12 Pacific Grove Architectural Review Guidelines



SECTION 2: RELATIONSHIP TO SITE AND TOPOGRAPHY

SECTION 2: RELATIONSHIP TO SITE AND TOPOGRAPHY

How well a building fits with its site is an important consideration throughout the city. It is especially
relevant in those arcas where distinctive natural features are part of the setting. In the more “urban” areas,
buildings of similar scale often create a “stair step” effect along the strect reflecting the underlying slopes of
the block. Likewise, design features should adapt to and compensate for any natural limitations of the site,
A guiding design principle is to adapt the building to the land, rather than the land to the building,

S Y - i e gy i s &. -w‘“\. oo

Preferred: These buildings
have a low profile and
preserve the natural dune
lopography.

Preferred: Locate a
building to respect existing
vegetation,

Guideline #13:

A building should be designed to relate to and
take advantage of the natural slope of the land,
significant trees and existing vegetation, and
any other natural site attributes.

For example, the Asilomar Dunes area contains
special biological and geological resources,
inciuding rare and endangered plants and dune
land forms that are composed almost entirely of
pure quartz sand.

Pacific Grove Architectural Review Guidelines 13




SECTION 2: RELATIONSHIP TO SITE AND TOPOGRAPHY

Siting a Structure

Siting a Structure

Steeply sloping hilis, distinctive dune formations, and mature pine, oak, and cypress trees are natural
features that contribute to the character of many neighborhooed seltings in Pacific Grove.

Existing conditien: Natural
features include land forms and
trees.

respected.

Preferred: Natural features are

Avoid: Structures require altering
land forms and removing trees.

Guideline #14:

Establish building setbacks from property lines
that will respect natural features.

The minigmum required setbacks should be
considered & starting point. In seme cases,
setbacks may need to be increased to ensure
compatibility with surrounding land uses,
topograplhy, and trees.

Guideline #15:

Open space and landseaped areas should biend
visually with adjacent properties.

Orient a building so that the resulting outdoor
space will connect visually wiih that of its
neighbors, while also respecting privacy.

Quideline #16:

An effort should be made to preserve
significant public view corridors.

Public views to the ocean and to parks and epen
space are particularly important. Consider
opportunities to maintain views from adjacent
properties. (See also page 11.)

Guideline #17:

Open spaces should be planned with specitic
functions in mind.

Paties, gardens, and play yards are examples of
open space functions.

14

Pacific Grove Architectural Review Guidelines



SECTION 2: RELATIONSHIP TO SITE AND TOPOGRAPHY Preservation of Natural Slopes

Preservation of Natural Slopes

The natural sloping forms of hillsides and dunes are some of the most distinctive features of residential
areas in Pacific Grove. They give identity to individual neighborhoods and provide a unifying
background element for the diversity of buildings that blend with their surroundings.

Preferred: Step a building form to follow the
natural contours of the property.

Avoid: Avoid building forms that obscure the
character of natural slopes.

Guideline #18:

Changes in the natural grade by cutting and
filling should be minimized.

Designing walks, driveways, and similar site
improvements to follew established site contours
will prevent erosion and damage 1o the root
systems of trees that are to remain.

Guideline #19:

Avoid excessive “cut and fill” grading.

Design elements that require significant grading,
such as tall retaining walls, may compromise the
integrity of the natural slope of the site. Grade
changes that incorporate landscaping and smooth
transitions are preferred.

Guideline #20:

Design a building footprint and organize the
upper levels to take the natural stope into
consideration.

Stepping a building’s form is an appropriate way

to follow the site’s natural contours.

Pacific Grove Architectural Review Guidelines
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SECTION 2: RELATIONSHIP TO SITE AND TOPOGRAPHY Preservation of Natural Slopes

[

e
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Preferred: The natural slope is respected. Cut and fill is minimized.
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Avoid: The natural slope is obscured. A jarge retaining wall has a negative effect.
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SECTION 2: RELATIONSHIP TO SITE AND TOPOGRAPHY

Preservation of Significant Trees

Preservation of Significant Trees

Trees are a valuable long-term community asset and enhance the c¢ity’s neighborhoods.

Preferred: A significant tree is preserved by
positioning an addition along one side of the rear
vard.

Avoid: A significant tree is lost by positioning an
addition to span the rear vard.

Guideline #21:

The design and siting of a dwelling should take
into consideration all existing trees in order to
avoid unneeded cutting and trimming.

Locate chimneys at least ten feet from significant
frees to avold smoke impact to the surrounding tree
Canopy.

Guideline #22:

Protect root systems of significant trees.

Avoid extensive removal of topsoil from the
building site, because it provides essential
nutrients to existing trees. Gravel, turf block, or
other permeable materials should be considered
for paths and driveways to allow for tree root
expansion.

Guideline #23:

Consult the City Forester regarding tree
protection measures during construction.

A City permit is required for removal or
substantial trimming of trees. For information
about tree trimming or removal permits, contact
the Public Works Department (648-3122). The
City’s tree ordinance also contains standards for
protecting trees from construction impacts.

Do ~ifim Crmare Architactiiral Daview (ndalbimac

17




SECTION 3: MASS AND SCALE OF A STRUCTURE

SECTION 3: MASS AND SCALE OF A STRUCTURE

Floor area, height, relationship to the site, and overall design, including architectural details, all combine
to determine the mass of a structure. In Pacific Grove, buildings convey a sense of human scale.

el
i iR ]
N
== ——

Preferred:
Maintaining the
established scale of
the neighborhood.

|

I

ﬁﬁ%, = 5in _
Avoid: An abrupt - H N }

change in scale that
alters the character of
the biock.

Guideline #24:

A new structure should appear similar in
scale to those seen as fraditional in the
neighborhood.

Structures that are out of scale with the
neighborhood, residences without sufficient
open space, and buildings with large, blank,
unrelieved surfaces can appear massive and
overwhelming.

A carefully designed building maintains a
proportional relationship to adjoining
properties and enhances the rhythm and scale
of the existing neighborhood streetscape
tirough the use of similar proportions and
details.

18 Pacific Grove Architectural Review Guidelines



SECTION 3: MASS AND SCALE OF A STRUCTURE  Proportion of Buildings to Site and Open Space

Proportion of Buildings to Site and Open Space

Traditionally, buildings within each neighborhood have been relatively consistent in proportion to site
size. The established scale contributes to a sense of unity in each block.

Original building

Building with addition

Preferred: Consider dividing the mass of a building into separate forms and linking them with a

connectoer.

Guideline #25:

If a building would be larger than seen
traditionally in the area, consider methods to
reduce its perceived size.

‘The use of smaller building elements, rather than
large, continuous forms, can reduce the perception
of bulky mass and maintain visual balance and
proportion. For example, divide the mass into
smaller components. These may be linked by a
“connector.” Or, break up the wall planes to
reduce perceived mass,

Guideline #26:

Design the proportions of a building to reflect
the natural contours of the site.

When building on a sloped lot, the use of terraced
levels in the design can effectively adapt a
structure to the site’s natural slope and contour.
Drwellings on slopes should also emphasize
horizontal elements and lines. (See also pages 13,
i5)

Pacific Greve Architectural Review Guidelines
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SECTION 3: MASS AND SCALE OF A STRUCTURE  Proportion of Buildings to Site and Open Space

Elevation addition

Plan View addition

Addition is set back from the original house to preserve trees and provide room for landscaping.

Guideline #27: QGuideline #28:

A building should be in scale with its site, An addition should complement and balance
the overall form, mass, and composition of

Take care to provide enough open space around a . L. o
P Sl Open Space g ) the existing building.

structure to complement its design, allow for

sunlight and air, provide privacy, and preserve the By using less than the allowed maximum lot

character of the neighborhood. coverage and Incorporating a variable footprint
within the required setbacks, a more interesting
structure can result with more room for
landscaping.

20 Pacific Grove Architeciurai Review Guidelines



SECTION 3: MASS AND SCALE OF A STRUCTURE Height and Roof Lines

Height and Roof Lines

The perceived scale of a building is greatly influenced by the form and dimensions of its roof,

=

Preferred: Design

"', : a ]| Dew roofs to appear
E similar in scale to

. —= 7 those seen

traditionally in the

neighborhood.

b Hi
Aveid: Large unbroken EH
roof surfaces that run =S
parallel to the street —
appear inappropriately
massive.

Guideline #29:

Design new roofs to appear similar in scale to
those scen traditionally in the neighborhood.

The visual impact of tall roof lines can be
minimized and softened by setting back higher
poertions of the structure and by using partial
second stories.

When the heights of reof elemenis are varied. a
more interesting architectural design can be
achieved.

Dormers can be used within roof areas to

minimize height and bulk,

I
&

Guideline #30:

Avoid designs that incorporate large unbroken
roof surfaces that run paraliel to the street.

Guideline #31:

Additions should be designed so that the pitch
of the new roof matches or complements the
pitch of the existing roof lines.

Pacific Grove Architectural Review Guidelines
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SECTION 3: MASS AND SCALE OF A STRUCTURE Proportional Relationships

Proportional Relationships

The size and proportion of typical building elements can influence the perceived scale of a structure.
Building ¢lements include windows, doors, porches, and a variety of architecturai details. Although
styles may vary within a neighborhood, the proportions of these efements are usually similar,

e ey e
Preferred: Many traditional buildings have Avoeid: The ratio of window to wall is out of
vertical openings that are in proportion to the solid proportion.
wall surface. This relationship should be respected.
Guideline #32: Guideline #33:

A building should have an overall proportional Door and window proportions should relate to
orientation that is similar to other structures in the scale and style of the building itself.

the setting. . .
= For nstance, tall, narrow door and window

Observe the area 1n which you are planning to openings are consistent with some traditional
build. In most neighborhoods, either a strong styles of architecture, while wide plate glass
vertical or a strong horizontal orientation predom-  windows and wider doors are more compatible
inates. This is expressed in the relationship of with many modem styles.

building width to height, and door and window
width to height. An effort should be made to
remain consistent with the predominant
orientation of the immediate area.

The sizes and shapes of windows should relate to the
overall height and width of the facade and the
structure.

Location of windows should be planned to
mainfain an aesthetic rhythm between voids
{openings) and selid wall spaces similar to others
in the context,

Guideline #34:

The scale of other architectural details
{porches, roof overhangs, bays, chimneys, etc.)
should be appropriate to the size and
proportion of the building.

22 Pacific Grove Architectiira! Review Cnidelinesc




SECTION 3: MASS AND SCALE OF A STRUCTURE

Facades

Facades

While the defails of building styles vary, traditional houses have elements that create an interestin g
streetscape and enhance the pedestrian-friendly character of the city.

in

I

Preferred: Design a fagade to appear  Established Context
similar in scale and character to
neighboring houses.

Avoid: Large areas of blank wall that
face the street appear more bulky and
fall to provide a sense of human
scale.

Guideline #35:

Design a facade to appear similar in scale and
character to those in its context,

Buildings with large areas of blank walls, dispro-
portionate gables, limited detailing, and minimum
setbacks create a sense of bulk and mass and
should be avoided. Features such as bay windows,
dormers, chimneys, and lattices can add detail and
break up a blank fagade.

Established or newly planted irees and
landscaping can be used to enhance and sofien a
massive or stark facade.

The apparent mass of a second story can be
reduced by setting if back from the front of the
house and by varying the roof line and exterior
{inishes.

Pacific Grove Architectural Review Guidelines
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SECTION 3: MASS AND SCALE OF A STRUCTURE Architectural Details

Architecturai Details

Using architectural details to add visual interest and convey a human scale is a part of the tradition in
Pacific Grove. Details include ornamental shingles, brackets, and turned porch columns on older

buildings. Bay windows, balconies, and decorative door designs also appear on many styles.

Guideline #36:

Design a facade to provide visual interest to the
street.

Creative use of details 1s encouraged in new
construction.

Avoid large, blank facades. New structures or
additions can feature projections such as bay
windows, porches, or balconies to break up an
otherwise flat or uninteresting fagade.

Use of varying materials or a combination of
vertical and horizontal elements can soften an
elevation that might otherwise appear massive.
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SECTION 4: MATERIALS, TEXTURE, AND COLOR )

SECTION 4: MATERIALS, TEXTURE, AND COLOR

The exterior presentation of a structure or addition, in color, texture, and use of materials, greatly
determines whether it will be in harmony with its surroundings or stand out like the proverbial “sore

thumb.”

Stone

o,

7 2

o

Clapboard Shingl

Guideline #37:

in deveioping a design concept, consider the
materials used in other buildings in the
neighborhood.

Also consider how building colors can
complement the existing neighborhood palette.

25
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SECTION 4: MATERIALS, TEXTURE, AND COLOR

Maintaining the prevailing texture of building materials in a given area can provide a unifying link
between old and new structures in a neighborhood. Traditional materials include stucco and stone and a
variety of siding, such as board and batten, shiplap, and shingle.

Guideline #38:

Exterior materials should be compatible with
those that predominate in the area.

Restraint should be used in the number of
different building materials selecied. While the
use of at least one strong accent material can
provide visual interest, the use of too many
materials can make a design appear cluttered.

Predominant textures can be smooth (stucco,
paint) or rough (shingles, cut stone), or a
combination of the twe. The use of natural
materials, rather than simuiated weod or masonry,
is preferred.

The repetition of material textures can tie a new
structure to its surroundings by incorporating the
elemenis of the natural area (wood, stone, cte.)
into the structure’s exterior.

To create visual interest, consider using cobble-
stones or interlocking pavers as alternatives to
concrete slab and asphalt driveways.

In remodels and additions, new maierials should
complement those of the existing structure. All
interrelated structures should maintain
consistency in architectural character, materials,
and tinishes.

QGuideline #39:

On additions and remodels, wood windows
should be replaced with like materials.

Whenever possible, maintain the existing window
frame and frim when replacing windows. For
example, if the original sash is wood, the
replacement should also be wood.

For additions, building trim, color, and proportion
of windows should match those of the existing
structure.

Guideline #40:

Although the selection of exterior coloris a
personal decision, the colors should
complement the structure and the streetscape.

With the neighborhood in mind, consider
compatible variations in color. For historic
structures, you may want to investigate original
colors or consider using a historic color palette.
Subdued pastels and earth tones blend well with
nature, as well as with a variety of architectural
styles, Natural materials such as wood, brick, and
tile can weather in time to provide subile coler
tones.

26
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APPENDIX I: WORKING WITH BUILDINGS ON
THE HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

Pacific Grove’s historic buildings are valued
both as historical and architectural resources
and as functional structures that provide for
the community’s housing and other needs.
The City’s historic preservation ordinance
(Chapter 23.76 of the Municipal Code)
establishes a framework for the City and
property owners to work together to preserve,
maintain, and tmprove historic buildings.

Historic preservation in Pacific Grove is not
limited to a few especially noteworthy
buildings or to a single historic district, and
not every structure on the city’s historic
resources inventory has historic or
architectural significance. Rather, these
buildings ~ taken as a whole — embody
important elements of Pacific Grove’s
heritage. Therefore, when considering an
application, the Architectural Review Board
looks not only at the changes to the structure,
but the effect those changes will have on the
city’s historic resource as a whole.

Most of the city’s historic resources arc
currently occupied single-family residences;
others are stores, restaurants, and inns. The
City’s intention is to work with the owners of
these properties and assist them with projects
that meet their needs while preserving and

enhancing a valuable community resource.
City goals and policies support the idea that
preservation of the vitality of historic
buildings includes permitting reasonable,
considered changes that maintain the
community’s character.

The historic resources inventory is a list of
approximately 1,200 buildings in Pacific
Grrove that were constructed before 1927, It
is & diverse list, encompassing many small,
modest houses built in the primitive
“Vernacular” style, as well as more imposing
Victorian structures. In fact, several of the
community’s Victorian structures are listed on
the National Register of Historic Places.

In addition, properties within the
community’s structural inventory may change
over time; those changes that have acquired
historic significance in their own right will be
considered for future addition to the historic
resources inventory.

All buildings listed on the inventory are
covered by the ordinance; correspondingly,
the ordinance is intended to have enough
flexibility that it can be fairly applied to a
wide variety of projects and diversity of
properties.

Architectural Review Guidelines for Historic Buildings

The City recognizes the value of the adaptive
reuse of historic buildings and encourages
projects that further the City’s historic preser-
vation goals as stated in the General Plan.
These guidelines, in addition to those outlined
in the general guidelines, identify the factors
considered by the Architectural Review Board
when it reviews proposed alterations or
additions to buildings on the historic
resources inventory.

1. Neighborhood Context: Pacific Grove's
late 19th and early 20th century development
helps to define our community, Any
additions to historic buildings must take into
account the eftect of the proposed addition on
the existing neighborhood, including but not
limited to setbacks, mass, architectural styie,
and design. Neighborhood change should be
slow and evolutionary.
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APPENDIX I: WORKING WITH BUILDINGS ON THE HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

2. Effects of additions on historic scale and
character: Additions to historic buildings
should be designed to preserve, as much as
possible, the scale and overall character of the
original structure. Some of the ways this can
be accomplished include:

¢ placing the new addition on an
inconspicuous side or rear elevation so
that the new work does not resultin a
radical change to the form and character
of the historic building:

» setting an infill addition or connector
back from the historic building wall
plane so that the form of the historic
building — or buildings ~ can be distin-
guished from the new work;

+ setting an additional story well back
from the roof edge to ensure that the
historic building’s proportions and
profile are not radically changed.

3. Preservation of character-defining
Sfeatures: Each of the properties on the
historic resources inventory 1is recognized as
a physical record of its time, place, and use.

In the spirit of preserving these historic
records, the City encourages the preser-
vation of distinctive features, finishes, and
construction techniques or examples of
craftsmanship that serve to characterize
and define properties of historic signif-
icance. Likewise, the City discourages the
addition of inappropriate features or
architectural elements from other
buildings.

New additions and alterations should be
designed and constructed so that the
character-defining features of the historic
building are not radically changed, obscured,
damaged, or destroyed. Features that may be
important in defining the overall historic
character of the building include:

* Siding: Clapboard, weatherboard,
shingles, and other siding and decorative
elements — both functional and
decorative.

+ Windows: Functional and decorative
features of windows that define the
overall historic character of a building
{c.g., a highly decorative window with
an unusual shape, glazing pattern, or
color).

+ Entrances and porches: Entrances and
porches, particularly when they occur on
primary elevations.

¢ Roofs: Such roof features as dormers,
cupolas, and chimmneys, as well as the
size, color, and patterning of the roofing
material,

s Architectural features: Trim details,
treatment of gables, overhangs.

4. Compatibility of new work with old:
Additions and remodels should be compatibie
with the original historic building in forms,
scale, and materials and not compromise the
architectural integrity of the original. There
are a vartety of ways to achieve this end. This
may be done by appropriately reproducing
historic features, but can also be accomplished
by differentiating the new work.

5. Replacements: When important
character-defining features, such as windows,
need to be replaced, the replacements should
be of similar design and material. If using the
same kind of material is not technically
feasibie, then a compatible substitute material
may be considered.

6. De facto demolitions: Certain alterations
that are so extensive that they are tantamount
to demolition of the original structure may be
treated as demolitions rather than remodels.
Please consult with the City’s Community
Development Department for guidance on
this determination.
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APPENDIX Il: SUGGESTIONS FOR STREETSCAPE FENCES AND WALLS

APPENDIX II: SUGGESTIONS FOR
STREETSCAPE FENCES AND WALLS

Wall and fence matenals, colors, and finishes
that complement those of the building
enhance the appearance of the structure.

The visual prominence of fences and walls
should be minimized by using colors and
materials that blend with the natural
environment.

Foliow the natural grade of the site when
piacing fences and walls.

Fences that provide relief and texture are
encouraged.
+ Tall stuccoed walls with masonry
columns are suitable for estate-size lots.
(Figure a}

» Painted and redweod/cedar fencing
provide a good continuation of
neighborhood patterns. (Figures b and

¢)

+ Open rail fencing reduces visual and
structural bulk. (Figure d)

« Fences that incorporate trellises for
background planting reduce visunal
impact. {Figure )

City Fence Regulations

fe)

(d)

fe)

Fences, Hedges, or Other Visual Obstructions

Front Yards: No fence, hedge, screen planting, or
any other type of visual obstruction exceeding
four feet in height is allowed from the front
property line to the front line of the dwelling.

Side Yards: No fence, hedge, screen planting, or
any other type of visual obstruction exceeding six
feet in height is allowed along side property lines
from the front line of the dwelling to the rear
property line.

Corner Lots: For traffic safety purposes, there is

a three-foot height Limit for fences, hedges,
screening, or other types of visual obstructions on
comer lots.

Exceptions to the City’s fence height restrictions
may be permitted if a use permit is first obtained.

Please contact the City’s Community
Development Department staff for further
information or refer to section 23.64.130 of the
Municipal Code for specific fence regulations.
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APPENDIX IlI: GLOSSARY

Aceessory structure: A structure detached from a
principal building on the same lot and customarily
incidental and subordinate to the principal
building, such as a detached garage, workshop, or
garden shed

Bay window: A window projecting outward from the
main wall of a building

Board and batten: Vertical siding composed of wide
boards that do not overlap and narrow strips, or
battens, nailed over the intersections between the
hoards

e

Compaiible: Capable of existing together without
conflict or detrimental effects

Complement: To compiete or enhance

Cupola: A dome-shaped structure on a circular or
other base, often set on the ridge of a roof

Deck: An open, unroofed porch or platform extending
from a house or other building

Design elements: The individual visual components
within an architectural composition

Dormer: A structure that projects outward frem a
sloping roof, usually housing a vertical window or
ventilating louver

Fugade: The front or “face” of a building

Gable: The triangular part of an exterior wall
enciosing the end of a pitched roof

Hip: Aroof having a slope on all four sides or having
four faces that siope toward the center but do not
meet in a point, as the pyramidal roof does

Interlocking pavers: Preformed paving blocks that
have & groove along one edge and a flange along
the other edge; the grooved edge of one block is
designed to fit inte the fanged edge of the
adjoining block

Lartice: A structure of crossed strips arranged to form
a regular pattern of open spaces

Natural grade: The elevation of the ground surface in
its natural state, before man-made alterations

Natural site limitations: The natural features of a site
that define structural and landscaping design
options or constrainis

Palette of standard historic colors: A selection of
colors that has been researched and identified as
those used during a specific period in history, in
relation to a particular architectural style, and
within a designated historic area

Permeable materials: Materials that allow Hguid or
gas 1o pass through

Pitch: The slope of a roof commonly expressed in
inches of vertical rise per foot of horizontal run

Porch: An exterior appendage to a building, forming a
covered approach or vestibule to a deorway

Retaining wall: A wall of treated timber, masonry, or
conerete for holding in place a mass of earth

Rhythm: Movement of design elements characterized
by a patterned repetition or aliernation of formal
elements or motifs in the same or a modified form

Roof elements: The design components of the external
upper covering of a building, including the frame
for supporting the roofing

Sash: The fixed or movable framework of a window
or door into which panes of glass are set

Shiplap: A horizontal siding, usuaily wood, with a
beveled edge to provide & flush joint

Significant public view corridor: Public right-of-ways
that provide visual access fo significant environ-
mental assets or elements within a cormumunity

Site: The geographic location of a construction
project, usuaily defined by legal boundaries

Site plan: A plan showing the form, location, and
orientation of a building or group of buildings on a
site, usually including the dimensions, contours,
paving, landscaping, and other signilicant features
of the site (also called 2 plot plan)

Street view: The visual perspective of a building or
collection of structures from the vantage of the
adjacent roadway

Syuthetic materials: Man-made materials, some of
which are designed to simulate natural materials

Tree canopy:  The natural rooflike shelter created by
the overiapping foliage within a forested arca

Trim: The finished woodworlk or the like used to
decerate, border, or protect the edges of openings or
surfaces

Unifving link: Design elements that bridge and
consolidate a variety of differing architectural
components

Variable footprine: An outline of a structure that
deviates from a square or rectangular shape
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