
Pacific Grove Business Improvement District Meeting Minutes 

Downtown Business Improvement District Meeting 

Wednesday, April 5th, 2017, 8:30 a.m. – 9:47 a.m. 

City Hall/City Manager Conference Room 

300 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove 

 

Meeting Opened: 8:30 a.m. 

 

1. Welcome and introduction: Tom McMahon opened the meeting.  
 

2. Approval of BID Agenda: BID members approved the agenda unanimously. 
 

3. Public Comments: Pacific Grove Police Officer Hawkins spoke about a May 7th 
event, called Carry the Load, which raises funds for the families of those who have 
died in the line of duty. Moe Ammar talked about a May 10th meeting on the 
upcoming U.S. Open in June, 2019. 
 

4. Approval of minutes of March 2017 meeting: BID members unanimously 
approved the March minutes. 
 

5. Discuss replacement of Patrick Whitehurst who is resigning effective July 2017: 

BID members discussed replacing Whitehurst. McMahon made a motion for Kim 
Poulsen as a new board member. BID members voted unanimously in favor of the 
motion. 

 

6. Old Business 

• Update on completion of Holman project downtown: Ammar briefed BID 
members on the crane work at the site and the high cost of the installation 
of steel beams. The beams, he said, are designed to meet current seismic 
standards. 

• Update on Good Old Days April 8&9, 2017: Ammar said rain wasn’t 
expected for the annual event and reported a total of 60 bands were 
scheduled to perform. 

 
7. New Business 

• Discuss the homeless and loitering issues downtown. Chief Amy Christie 

will attend and share her thoughts:  BID members discussed what 
appeared to be an increase in the number of homeless in the Pacific Grove 
area. Police Chief Amy Christey briefed members on the situation and 
said police look for law violations when it comes to the homeless 
population. She asked that concerned individuals call the police at 831-
647-7900 or 831-648-3143 any time they have questions or concerns. BID 
members shared their stories of recent issues and asked Christey 
questions, including questions on the possibility of a beat cop in the 
downtown area. 



• Discuss and approve funding planter boxes downtown at poles on 

Lighthouse and Forest Avenues: McMahon told BID members that, in an 
effort to determine BID priorities, he discussed the possibility of installing 
planter boxes with faux plants at light poles, beginning with light poles at 
the intersection of Forest and Lighthouse Avenues. The cost, he said, was 
approximately $800 per light pole. After discussing financial availability, 
Ron Schenk made a motion to approve the project. BID members voted to 
approve it unanimously. City staff told BID members that, following the 
approval, the boxes could be quickly installed. McMahon also asked that 
BID members consider improvements to newsstands as well, perhaps in 
the form of an art contest. 

• City staff followed up with a brief update, including news they will bring 
their capital improvement budget to Pacific Grove City Council for 
approval. A modification to the sidewalk ordinance is also underway, 
according to city staff. The modification will remove fencing from outdoor 
dining requirements and replace the fencing with painted stripes. City 
staff may also distribute a Commemorative Tribute Catalog soon that will 
allow individuals or businesses to buy streetscape elements, including 
benches, pavers, bike racks, and tree grates. 

 

8. Adjourn: McMahon adjourned the meeting at 9:47 a.m.  
 

 

Attendees: 

Moe Ammar - PG Chamber                   Tom McMahon – Monterey Bay Laundry 

Ron Schenk – St. Vincent DePaul                                      Patrick Whitehurst-PG Museum         

Tony Gamecho – Grand Ave Flooring and Interiors Marietta Bain – Fandango Restaurant                               

Hector Chavez-Winning Wheels 

 

 

                           

  


