
 

CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE 
300 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove, California 93950 

AGENDA REPORT 

TO: 
Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council 

 

FROM: Laurel O'Halloran, Associate Planner 

 

MEETING DATE: July 20, 2016 

SUBJECT: 

 

Approve a service contract with Michael Baker International, to 

provide Professional Environmental Planning Services 

CEQA: 

 

This action is not a project under section 15378 of the CEQA 

Guidelines, set forth in the California Code of Regulations, Title 

14, Section 15000, et seq. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Authorize the City Manager to execute a contract with Michael Baker International to provide 

professional environmental planning services in an amount not-to-exceed $56,000, conditioned 

upon the commitment of Holman Building Associates to reimburse the City in full for this cost. 

 

DISCUSSION 

On March 14, 2016, RRM Design Group applied for an Architectural Permit and a Use Permit 

for a hotel use at 157 Grand Ave. The site is located on the Holman Block which is in the C-1-T 

Zoning District. A hotel use is permitted in the C-1-T Zoning District.  The demolition of the 

existing non-historic structure and the building of a new 125 room Hotel could be considered to 

have a significant impact on the environment under the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA), and therefore requires the preparation of an Initial Study.  

 

On April 18, 2016, the City issued a Request for Proposal to prepare an Initial Study for the 

proposed hotel use.  The scope of work the consultant will be responsible for includes:  

 

1) Project Initiation/Notice of Preparation and Initial Study; 

2) Preparation of Administrative Draft Initial study 

3) Publish Draft Initial Study; 

4) Preparation of Final Initial Study and Mitigation and Monitoring and Reporting Program; 

and 

5) Additional Meetings and CEQA Findings. 

 

The scope of work, budget and schedule is attached. 
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The following two proposals were received: 

 

1) Rincon Consultants at a cost of $59,788; 

2) Michael Baker International at a cost of $55,750. 

 

Proposals were rated using the following criteria:   understanding of project objectives and 

timeline; proposed project approach and design principles; ability to provide high quality, cost-

effective consultation services; and comparable experience and staffing plan.   

 

Michael Baker  is recommended as the most qualified responsible bidder for a number of reasons 

including: 1) Darcy Kremin, the environmental practice leader, is a qualified environmental 

planner and has the most relevant and appropriate background and qualifications to conduct the 

environmental planning (CEQA) review; 2) the proposed timeline allows for a thorough and 

efficient process; 3) Michael Baker demonstrated a thorough understanding of the issues; 4) Past 

experience with Michael Baker on previous CEQA documents has been exemplary; and 5) The 

best scope of work for the contract price. 

 

This action is not a project undersection 15378 of the CEQA Guidelines, set forth in California 

Administrative Code, Title 14, Section 15000, et seq. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT 

None.  The cost burden will be borne by the hotel project applicant. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Michael Baker International Scope and Budget  

 

 

Respectfully submitted,     Reviewed by: 

 

     
_____________________    _______________________________ 

Laurel O'Halloran                         Ben Harvey 

Associate Planner      City Manager 
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