
CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE 
300 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove, California 93950 

AGENDA REPORT 

TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council 

FROM: Donald Mothershead, Senior Recreation Coordinator 

MEETING DATE: June 15, 2016 

SUBJECT: Carmel Film Festival Filmmakers Beach Dinner  

CEQA: 

 

Categorical Exemption under the auspices of Chapter 15304(e) – Normal 

Operation of Facilities for public gatherings. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

Approve the Carmel Film Festival’s request to hold their Filmmakers Beach Dinner at Lovers Point 

Park on Saturday, October 22, 2016, with special exemption of Muni Code §§s 11.04.020, 11.04.030 

and 14.08.010. 

 

DISCUSSION 

On March 23, staff received a request from the Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce, requesting 

permission to host the Carmel Film Festival’s Filmmakers Beach Dinner at Lovers Point on Saturday, 

October 22, 2016.  The event organizers would like to have fire pits placed on the beach and be allowed 

to serve alcohol with dinner.  As our Municipal Code prohibits both alcohol in parks/public and fires 

placed on our beaches, staff is bringing this mater for Council’s consideration. 

 

The proposed event would be from 6:00 – 8:00 PM on Saturday, October 22, with set-up beginning at 

3:00 PM.  The event would utilize Pacific Grove businesses for managing, catering and equipment 

rentals.  The Chamber of Commerce guarantees that the public would still have access to the beach 

areas.  This event is expected to draw about 300 people from around the world.  The Carmel Film 

Festival will pay full cost recovery for all City services, in addition to rental fees for the utilization of 

City parking lots and park areas.  Furthermore, the Chamber hopes to shift additional events in the 

future to Pacific Grove from the Carmel Film Festival.  

  

Staff representatives from Police, Fire and Public Works met with the Pacific Grove Chamber on April 

7
th

 and discussed the proposal in detail, suggested a few changes to the original plan and stated that the 

request would have to be approved by the City Council.  Staff suggests  that a Fire Inspection / Permit 

be required of the proposed Tent and Fire Pit areas, that a Police Officer be present during the event 

and all Staff time and Permit Fees be charged on a full-cost recovery.  If this event is approved, staff 

suggests the organizer utilize the Lovers Point Park area for the dinner (to include w/ beer and wine) in 

a tented / corralled area and also utilize the beach for photographs and other activities, with propane 

fire-pits (zero/low environmental impact) that are supervised.  
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The City’s Downtown Business Improvement District (April 6
th

) and the Economic Development 

Commission (April 14
th

) both have discussed the event and unanimously recommend for the City 

Council capitalize on this special opportunity.   

 

The Recreation Board reviewed the request at a special board meeting on May 24
th

.  Details for the 

event were discussed and was seen as a positive event.  Concerns were brought-up with the use of 

alcohol on the beach and development of a consistent policy to be followed for future requests.   

 

ISSUES: 

The Municipal Code currently prohibits both alcohol in parks/public and fires placed on our beaches: 

 

11.04.020 Consumption in public place. 

It is unlawful and an infraction for any person to drink or consume any alcoholic beverage in or on any 

public park, street, alley, public property, public parking area, public wharf, public dock, public 

waterfront or marine life refuge, or any beach within the city; provided, that the provisions of this 

section shall not apply to consumption of alcoholic beverages within the confines of any enclosed 

building or tent where express permission for the consumption of alcoholic beverages has been granted 

by the city council, nor shall the provisions of this section apply to outdoor seating adjacent to eating 

establishments where express permission has been granted by the city manager pursuant to 

PGMC 15.16.045. This provision may be enforced pursuant to Chapter 1.16 PGMC.  

 

11.04.030 Possession on sand beaches. 

It is unlawful for any person to have in his or her possession any alcoholic beverage on any sand beach 

within the city.  

 

14.08.010 Unlawful acts within limits of park, golf course or beach. 

(c) To make or kindle a fire for any purpose, or to in any manner transport fire or any burning 

substance, except in designated picnic areas where fireplaces are provided therefor, or in such 

designated fireplaces to leave any fire or live coals unextinguished and unattended, except that this 

shall not be construed as a restriction on the smoking of any cigar, cigarette, pipe, or other device for 

smoking nicotine compounds; provided, further, it is unlawful to discard, throw or drop any lighted 

match, cigar, cigarette, or any other burning substance within such areas; 

 

It is the recommendation of Staff to allow the consumption of alcohol in a designated area of Lovers 

Point Park within the confines of an event tent.  Also staff believes fire pits shall be allowed but only 

propane-fueled fires and they must be monitored at all times by event staff.  The fire pits must be 

promptly extinguished and removed at the conclusion of the event.   

 

FISCAL IMPACT 

This in a unique event that staff expects will generate increased motel and restaurant business, during 

what is normally a slow time or year.  Thus, increasing the City’s Transient Occupancy and Sales 

Taxes.  All direct costs for City services will be paid.   
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ATTACHMENTS 

1 – Chamber request – dated March 23, 2016 

2 – Cost Estimate – draft Invoice  
 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,                                          REVIEWED BY, 

 

 Ben Harvey 
 

___________________________                             ________________________ 

Donald Mothershead                                    Ben Harvey,  

SENIOR RECREATION COORDINATOR                         CITY MANAGER  
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Invoice

DRAFT DRAFT City of Pacific Grove

300 Forest Avenue

Pacific Grove, CA 93950

Carmel International Film Festival

c/o Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce

P.O. Box 167

Pacific Grove, CA 93950

(831) 373 - 3304

PAYABLE TO: CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE

Please return this form w/ payment
Department Reference Invoice Date

Finance Request is for Saturday, October 22, 2016 5/9/2016

at Lovers Point Beach / Park  (T.B.D.)

Description
FILMMAKERS BEACH DINNER

Personnel Involved Units Used Total Hrs. Cost/Unit Amount

Fire Department cost + 9%

Personnel  (Fire & Tent Inspection) 1 $73.21 73.21$           

Tent / Canopy PERMIT 1 $86.00 86.00$           

#01 - 4465 Police Department cost + 9%

Police  Officer 1 3 89.38 268.14$         

Sound Permit 1 $30.00 30.00$           

Public Works Department cost + 9%

#01 - 4465 Personnel Pre-Event 2 4 $46.81 183.12$         

Personnel Post-Event 1 4 $46.81 183.12$         

Temporary Directional Signage (per Day) $2.00
NO PARKING Temporary Parking Signage $1.00
NO PARKING - Barricade (Standard Size) 30 $3.00 90.00$           

8' Rails w/ 2 barricades $10.00
4' Delineator $4.00
18" Traffic Cone $2 / day
24" Traffic Cone $3 / day

Garbage Cans / Recycle Bins $2.00 per set

#01 - 4465 Recreation Department

Application (includes planning meeting) 1 $75.00 75.00$           

Park RENTAL 1 6 $300 1,800.00$      

Parking Lot Rental Fee 2 $50.00 100.00$         

Total Due = $2,888.59
Reviewed by:

Date Paid
Validation #

Acct. # 01 - 4465

2016 FESTIVAL  EVENT
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