
   

CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE 
300 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove, California 93950 

AGENDA REPORT 

TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council 

FROM: Robert Huitt, Councilmember 

MEETING DATE: October 7, 2015 

SUBJECT: Comments on Short-Term Rentals  

CEQA: 
Does not Constitute a “Project” per California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) Guidelines 

 

DISCUSSION 

The Council’s recent and ongoing consideration of how to mitigate the negative impacts of short-

term rentals begs the larger question of whether such uses should be permitted at all. Prior to the 

adoption of Ordinance 10-001, Pacific Grove, like our neighboring cities, did not allow the short-

term rental of residential properties. The ordinance was seen at the time as a reasonable way to 

regulate and control an activity that was known to be going on anyway and was thought to be 

limited in scale. What was unforeseen at the time was the subsequent rapid growth of a worldwide 

internet-based vacation rental industry, marketing aggressively and actively promoting the 

conversion of residential properties to full-time, commercial transient use.  

 

In light of these trends and recent concerns raised by citizens, the Council has an obligation to step 

back and ask whether allowing the licensing of residentially-zoned properties for transient use, as it 

is now practiced, is consistent with the City Charter and General Plan and the intent of the voters 

when they enacted Measures C and U. Are the property rights of residents fully protected or are 

they being undermined by allowing incompatible uses in residential zoning districts through the 

transient use license mechanism? What are the effects of these trends on neighborhoods and the 

quality of neighborhood life?  And what are the implications for the City’s efforts to achieve 

already challenging housing goals? 

 

In order to fully address these issues, I request that, when the Council considers possible 

modifications to the current ordinance at the October 21 meeting, we also consider the option of 

phasing out short-term rentals entirely over a period of time. 

 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Councilmember Robert Huitt 
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